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fore, can have no weight; and it is no small confirmation
of the expediency of it, that they by whom it has been op-
posed have not been able to attack it with stronger rea-
sons, from which, if we consider their abilities, we shall
be convinced, that nothing has secured it but the power
of truth.

It is inquired, by the noble lord, how we shall distin-
guish true from false evidence; to which it may be very
readily answered, that we shall distinguish them by the
same means as on any other occasion, by comparing the
allegations, and considering how every witness agrees with
others and with himself, how far his assertions are in them-
selves probable, how they are confirmed or weakened by
known circumstances, and how far they are invalidated by
the contrary evidence.

We shall, my lords, if we add our sanction to this bill,
discover when any man's accusation is prompted by his in-
terest, as we might know whether it was dictated by his
malice.

It has been asked also, how any man can ascertain his
claim to the indemnity? To which it may be easily re-
plied, that by giving his evidence he acquires a right, till
that evidence shall be proved to be false.

The noble lord who spoke some time ago, and whose
abilities and qualities are such, that I cannot but esteem
and admire him, even when conviction obliges me to op-
pose him, has proposed a case in which he seems to ima-
gine that a murderer might secure himself from punish-
ment, by connecting his crime with some transaction in
which the earl of Orford should be interested. This case,
my lords, is sufficiently improbable, nor is it easy to men-
tion any method of trial in which some inconvenience may
not be produced, in the indefinite complications of circum-
stances, and unforeseen relations of events. It is known
to have happened once, and cannot be known not to have
happened often, that a person accused of murder, was
tried by a jury of which the real murderer was one. Will
not this then be an argument against the great privilege
of the natives of this empire, a trial by their equals ?